
THREATS TO THE OPEN SOCIETY

PREPAREDNESS, SELF-CENSORSHIP AND 

POLITICAL INTOLERANCE

STEN WIDMALM & THOMAS PERSSON, UPPSALA UNIVERSITET



The Open Society-project



Hostile states

Extremists



The most important line of defence



“It rests with us to 

improve matters. The 

democratic institutions 

cannot improve 

themselves. The problem 

of improving them is 

always a problem of 

persons rather than of 

institutions.”

― Karl R. Popper, The 

Open Society and Its 

Enemies





FREEDOM, SECURITY AND THE WILL

THE DEFEND THE COUNTRY



Freedom vs security

43%

57%

Frihet Säkerhet

SOM-undersökningen 2021



Support military defence in crisis
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Support for civil defence in crisis
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Cooperate with emergency
services in a crisis
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POLITICAL TOLERANCE



Political tolerance



Political tolerance – most disliked
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Denying rights to the most disliked
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SELF-CENSORSHIP



In todays’ political climate I cannot openly express my views
since others may be offended…
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SAFETY



Change in safety in Sweden during the last decade?
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Types of threat…
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